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Overview

Needs Theory
Â Basic Assumptions

Â Needs Theory and the Problems with Punishment

Â Evidence of the Harmful Effects  of Punishment: Effects on 
Children

- Needs of Victims

- Needs of Offenders

Restorative Justice

- As frame of reference
- To meet the needs of victims

- To meet the needs of offenders

- To meet the needs of the community



Human Needs Theory 

Basic Assumptions:

Â Individuals cannot be socialized into behaviors 

that destroy their identity and related needs

If basic identity needs are not met:

ÂLeads to disturbed and anti-social personal and 

group behaviors. 

ÂHostility and violence        John Burton



The Problem

The simple operational premise of the external 

control psychology the world uses is: 

Punish the people who are doing wrong, so they 

will do what we say is right; then reward them, 

so they keep doing what we want them to. 

This premise dominates the thinking of most 

people on earth.  �:�·�P���*�O�D�V�V�H�U


