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In the 20 century, the xadical collectivism of commqm;j‘_; :
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While dignity is inheréptly rooted in the individual, it is only trui;m'eaningful and
apparent when we are in close relationships with others.

Harvard-trained social sychologist Matthew Lieberman argues that deep investigation
into the social nature of humans began only in the past fifteen years or so. We are only at
the beginning of our social-scientific understanding of how humansirelate in groups

(Lieberman, 2013). e T A

Yet, says Lieberman (2013), every 1nst1tut10norsoc1a1 system is constructed according
an implicit or explicit theory of human function.
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BELONGING As SURVIVAL
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7 Depr1vat1on of meaningful relationships is as painful as hunger or exposure to the elements. At a
5 neurolog1ca1 level, brain se¢ans have demonstrated that the: expenences of social and phys1ca1 o R,
pain are nearly identical (lieberman, 20183, p. 5).- ~

For humans, the need to belong is nearly' as strong a motivator as the need for food and shelter.

Any effort to improve civil society must pay close attention to how our families, organizations, and
systems impact, promote, or 1mpede our ability to form strong and effectlve bonds with others.
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THE NEED TO HAVE VOICE

The assertion that humans have an innate need to be heard, to be understood, and to
share emotions with others was one of the most salient features of early restorative
justice literature (Zehr, 2002).

The need to be heard and have one’s experience acknowledged is central to the
experience of personal dignity.

One of the great contributions being made by restorative practices as a field is the
bringing to full consciousness how personal narratives impact our daily lives,
relationships, and work.

Research into adult learnersin programs utilizing restorative practices has even found
that the sharing of personal narratives helped to reconcile past contlicts, hardships, and
trauma (Bailie, 2012).
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THE NEED T0 EXERCISE AGENCY
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In his famous work “Conflicts as Property, justice theorist and phllosopher N1ls Chnst1e (1977) argues
that direct stakeholders “own” their relat10na1 conflicts .

Each of us has a realm of act1v1t‘y and demsmn makmg over which we are the r1ghtfu1 judge of what is
best and desired for us. o .
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“Deliberately developmental organizations® (DDOs) tend to have cultures that encourage radically

~honest self-reflection and taking of responsibility — not only for one’s work, but also for one’s
~ relationships and personal growth (Kegan and Lisa Lahey, 2016).

Restorative practice restores belonging, encourages voice, and provides a means to exercise agency at
the lowest possible level of social organization.
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HUMAN DIGNITY IN THE 215! CENTURY.

The emerging social science of restorative practicesis beginning to providea .
framework to communicate the dimensions of human dignity across cultures and
disciplines via the language of the social sciences that is testable through

experimentation and research. These insights will be essential to the restorat1on of

a just community and civil society in the 215 century.
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